
 

 
Winter Concerts will be held 
at Middleburg Hts. Jr. High 

School     
 
 
 

 
Choir Concert  featuring Grades 5 and 6 and the  
Titan Trebles 
Wednesday December 6, 7:00PM @ MHJH 
 
Band and Orchestra Concert featuring Grade 6 
Wednesday, December 13, 7:00PM@ MHJH 
 
 
For more upcoming events and club meeting dates, see 
Page 6 of this newsletter 
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Mark your calendar! 

              Winter Break—December 20 through January 2 
Students and staff return to school on Wednesday, January 3 

Ford Families: 

The school year is rolling right along faster than we can catch our breath.  December is a shorter month but we pack a 
lot of learning in before the holiday break.  As the holiday approaches, many students find it difficult to concentrate on 
classroom-related activities.  While we acknowledge that this is an exciting time of year, please stress the importance of 
students remaining focused to learn each day.  Our first day of winter break begins on December 20 th.   

Over the past month we have had a number of successful events at Ford.  Our student body donated over 2500 food 
items to support local families in need.  A big thank you to all those who supported the initiative.  In October PTA hosted 
our Family Bingo night.  It was a successful evening as many families participated.  This past Friday over 520 students 
attended our PTA winter dance.  We had a tremendous turnout with over 60% of our student body participating.  I would 
like to thank our PTA for their continued support of our students.   

Enjoy the final weeks of 2017.  There is still time to complete those last few items on your bucket list for the year.  I look 
forward to our students finishing out the year on a positive note!      

 

Go Titans! 

Mark Mucha 

From the Principal 

 Berea City School District...A Community of Excellence, Integrity and Purpose  

The Berea City School District is a diverse community dedicated to inspiring lives 

of character, learning, leadership and service. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

           Counselors’ Corner—Tips for Holiday Stress 

 

For  most children, the holidays are happy, fun and exciting times.  There’s a break 
from school, special foods, and traditions.  However, for some children the holidays can 
also be stressful and confusing.  Things may be complicated by divorce, remarriage, or a 
loss of a parent  or sibling.  Or the holidays may be overstimulating with too bright of 
lights, too many sounds and too many people. 

 

Here are some things parents can do to help children cope with the holiday stress: 

 Discuss holiday plans well in advance and let kids participate in decisions when possi-
ble. 

 If you’re traveling, leave plenty of extra time and bring child-friendly snacks and activi-
ties. 

 Don’t overschedule.  You may not be able to do everything and see everyone. Kids 
can easily get overtired or cranky. 

 Give kids some “down time.”  Leave room for some quiet. 

 Make sure kids get plenty of sleep.  While it may be exciting to stay up late, it often 
leads to increased irritability. 

 Don’t promise things you can’t produce, especially when the decision or situation is out 
of your control. 

 Don’t try to compensate for an absent parent/relative with extra gifts or toys.  It won’t 
work. What kids want most is time, attention and reassurance. 

 Take care of yourself!  Avoid getting overloaded with obligations. 

 

From Youth Mental Health First Aid: Join our chat at: https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/bethedifference -twitter-chats/ 
On Thursday, December 21st we will be hosting a#BeTheDifference twitter chat on tips and tricks for self -care and well-
ness during the holiday season. To join and share your tips, follow at MHFirstAidUSA on Twitter and use the hashtag 
#BeTheDifference in your responses. 
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News from Team 6A 

Social studies students on team 6A applied map skills to solve a simulation 
of the first time maps were used other than for place and direction. Through this 
activity students used primary source documents including a city map, newspaper 
notices and the posted public papers from an 1854 London, England cholera 
epidemic to discover the location of the epidemic’s source in the city.  Student 
teams then cooperated to suggest a remedy to stop the epidemic in this over 
populated 19th century Eastern Hemisphere city.  Removing a handle from a 
contaminated street water pump was suggested by student groups overall, this 
also was done historically and the epidemic ended. 

November 8th, 2017, is a day that will be remembered by Team 6A as 
when Officer Fred Sabo kindly and respectfully spoke to students about his Army 
military service to the United States.   His interview supports student background 
knowledge for an essay writing assignment.  We thank Officer Fred for his service 
and we also reflect on our own family and friends who serve or have served our 
country and say Thank You too! 

6B Team News                         

As we head into the final month of 2017, 6B students continue 
to work hard and learn a lot. Math students are currently taking 
a journey through the world of algebra. Expressions, equations 
and inequalities will be our focus for the next couple of weeks. 
Advanced math students are finishing up a unit on computing 
with fractions before beginning the same journey. All students 
are working harder than ever to prepare for the higher level 
questions asked on a daily basis. In Science class students have 
recently begun to explore the stuff the universe is made of: 
matter! In the coming weeks students will be studying the 
properties of different kinds of matter, learning about elements 
and compounds, and discovering how and why matter can 
change. In Social Studies students recently finished writing 
their Veterans’ Day Essays. This month they will be learning 
about and comparing different forms of government and how 
they function. English Language Arts classes have been reading 
and discussing Chasing the Falconers by Gordon Korman. This 
exciting novel is the first in a series that many students may 
want to continue reading on their own in the future. 



   

 

It has been an eventful quarter in Physical Education classes!  
The 5th Grade students took a short break from PE classes to 
participate in their Health class.  During that time, the 6th 
Grade students had a track and field unit where they were in-
troduced to many different events that take place in a track 
meet. Once Health was over, all students in Physical Educa-
tion began a rotation of different units with their teachers.  Stu-
dents have been or will be participating in basketball, badmin-
ton, floor hockey, handball, speedball, ultimate Frisbee, the 
fitness room and a variety of fun, low-organized games during 
the second quarter. 

 

 

PE Update  

 

 

Another Week of Awesome With 6C Ford Titans  

Language Arts: Students completed a nonfiction assessment, and began to prewrite a research 

essay. Advanced students continued working on patterns of change cycles, non-examples and 

analogies.  

Math: In advanced classes, the students worked on Chapter 4 multiplying fractions in mixed 

numbers and had a test today (Friday). In pre-algebra, students continued working on 

scientific notation and learned about squared and cubed roots in algebraic expressions. In 

regular classes, they worked on Chapter 6 order of operations and expressions.  

Science: In science students worked on properties of matter, and focused on different types 

of energy. Students had a bouncy ball lab and Friday played an educational activity game.  

Social Studies: Students learned about cultural and physical regions, and started a 

worksheet about their country. Students also continued to edit their Elks Essay. Newsletter 

completed by Sydney Trella and Amanda Amantea  

6C collected over 1600 food items to donate!!!  



This month featuring:   Administration 

Meet the Staff 

Mr. Mark Mucha is in his first year as Ford Intermediate School Principal.  Mr. Mucha has 
served 20 years in the education profession.  Even though this is his first year at the interme-
diate school, he is no stranger to the Berea City Schools.  Mr. Mucha has spent 17 years in 
the BCSD.  He earned his Bachelor’s degree from Miami University (Ohio) and completed his 
Master’s degree at Baldwin Wallace University.  Mr. Mucha’s wife works at Grindstone 
teaching third grade.  They have two girls; Lindsey age 12 and Meredith age 9.  They spend a 
lot of time supporting their girls who enjoy playing youth soccer and basketball.  Mr. Mucha 

enjoys being outdoors and regularly runs throughout the Cleveland Metroparks and Tow Path.  He re-
cently completed his 3rd Marathon this past October.   Mr. Mucha is enjoying his first year at Ford and 
is excited to continue to support students and families as the district continues to move forward with 
the consolidation plan.  Go Titans! 

Hello! My name is Lynda MacQuarrie and I am the Assistant Principal at Ford Intermediate 
School.  This is my 2nd year in Berea City Schools, my 7th year as an administrator and my 13th 
year in education.  When I was in elementary school, I went to both Smith Elementary and Fair-
wood Elementary and am so excited to be back in Berea Schools.  I graduated college from Cleve-
land State University with both my Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees.  For many years I volun-
teered at my church as a deaf interpreter and I love knowing sign language.  My husband and I live 
in Medina and have two red-headed daughters, ages 2 and 1 and will be having a little boy in the 

spring.  I am a huge Indians and Ohio State fan and love to give my husband a hard time because he likes the 
Red Sox.  When I have time I enjoy sewing, crocheting and doing other crafts or projects around the house.    

Hello!  My name is Dawn Sansone and I am currently the 5th grade School Counselor at Ford.  I have been with 

Berea City Schools for over 5 years now, starting my second career at Roehm Middle School as a counselor.  I be-

gan working in mental health many years ago as a social worker with Catholic Charities then took a 

break to get my Masters and spend time with my two children.  My daughter is currently a Junior at 

Miami University in premed and my son is a senior at Brunswick High School.  I am a proud graduate of 

Midpark High School and have several family members who attended Berea City Schools.  I enjoy 

cooking, reading, and watching the Cleveland Cavaliers with my husband, Mike.     

Hi! I am Lori Getz, currently the 6th grade school counselor.  This is my 20th year in the Be-
rea district. In those years, I have been an Intervention Specialist, 6th grade teacher teach-

ing mostly ELA, and now a school counselor.  I have a family of 5.  My husband is a high 
school Math teacher and I have 2 boys and 1 girl ages 9, 7, & 5.  We are busy like most 
families involved in Cub Scouts, Daisies, soccer, baseball, and church.  We are die hard 
Cleveland sports fans as well as Ohio State.  Many of our family members live outside of 

Ohio so we have built in vacation spots in Maryland, Florida, North Carolina, and Texas.  
When I make time, I enjoy scrapbooking, reading, and working in the yard.  



                                            
 

Support our Students 

Giant Eagle 
Apples for the Students: Three easy steps... 

1. Register your Giant Eagle Advantage Card at 
GiantEangle.com/AFTS 

2. Enter our School ID #2260 
3. Shop with your Giant Eagle Advantage Card 

Each time your Giant Eagle card is scanned through 
March 16, 2018, your purchases automatically earn 
funds used to obtain our overall educational needs 
 

Box Tops  
Bonus Apps on your phone, as easy as 1-2- 3… 

1. Find offers—buy products 
2. Scan your receipt 
3. Earn—watch earnings stack up! 

 

Abitibi 
Paper Recycling:  This program is a simple and free 
service for communities to use for paper recycling. 
Distinctive green and yellow Paper Retriever bins are 
provided to encourage the community to bring its paper 
and put it into a convenient drop-off location.  We are 
not charge for the bins or the pickup of paper.  In fact, 
Paper Retriever pays us for the paper collected in each 
bin, which in turn benefits our students.  To help us 
support Ford’s 5th & 6th graders, recycle the following 
items in the Abitibi Paper Bins in our parking lot: 
catalogs, magazines, newspapers, junk mail, office 
paper, fax paper, school papers, notebooks and folders! 
Visit their website for more information at 
www.paperetriever.com. 
 

Contacting Staff Members 

Sometimes sending an email can be the most effective way to contact your child’s 
teachers.  If you would like to contact a staff member go to www.berea.k12.oh.us  click 
on “District” and then “Staff Directory” on the left.  If you need assistance, just give us a 
call and we will talk you through it. 

More Upcoming Events for December 

6 Titan Trebles 8:00AM Room 901 

        TNT Club 3:30-4:15PM  PM Cafeteria 
        5th & 6th Grade Choir Concert 7:00PM MHJH 
7 Titan Trebles 8:00AM Room 901 
 Stock Market Club Mini lab 
8 6th Grade Percussion Club 7:45AM Room 903 
  Progress Grades Posted 
11 Ford Fiddlers 3:20-4:15PM Room 905 
 Mrs. Musial to Planetarium 
 Math Problem Solvers 3:20-4:30PM Room 403 
12 6th Grade Percussion Club 7:45AM Room 903 
 Mr. Simon to Planetarium 
 Model UN 3:20-4:30PM Mini lab 
 Lego Club 3:30-4:30PM IMC 
13 Mr. Cummins to Planetarium 
 Computer Club 3:20-4:20PM oom 754 & 840 
 6th Grade Band/Strings Concert 7:00PM @ MHJH 
14 Builders Club 7:45AM Room 212 
 Titan Trebles 8:00AM Room 901 
 Mrs. Jarboe to Planetarium 
 Pokémon Club 3:30-4:15PM Cafeteria 
15 Titan Trebles Community Outreach field trip 

18 Ford Fiddlers 3:20-4:15PM Room 905 
 Math Problem Solvers 3:20-4:30PM Room 403 
19 Student Council 8:00AM Room 850 

 Model UN 3:20-4:30PM Mini lab 

 

Winter Break begins on Wednesday,  
December 20 through Tuesday, January 2.   
Classes resume on Wednesday, January 3  
for staff and students. 
 
Have a safe and happy holiday season! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






